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(Check One)
(O] Exceilent X Good [ Fair (] Deteriarated ] Ruins ] -Unexpased
CONDITION
(Check One) (Check One)
X Altered ] Uncltered ) Moved K] Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT # 4D ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Vienna is located on the western side of the Nanticoke
River in the south central portion of the County, on U. S.
Rt. 50. The oldest portion of the town consists of three
streets running northeast to southwest (Water, Middle, Market
Streets) intersected by two other streets running northwest
to southeast (Race, Church Streets). X

The appearance of Vienna today is largely the result
of the building which occurred throughout the nineteenth
century, although some earlier and some twentieth century
structures do exist within the old town. It is largely a
residential town, although there is a store on Race Street
near Market.

Buildings included in the 1972 inventory include des-
criptions of several of the following buildings, most of
which are included seperately in this survey.

D-144 - Home of Mr. & Mrs. Percy LeCompte
D-145 - Gov. Hicks House

D-146 - The Brick House

D-147 - The Customs House

D-156 - Tavern House

D-157 - John Leonard House

D-158 - Hurley House

D-159 - Thomas Jackson House

D-160 - Dr. I. H. Houston House (1877)
D-161 - Malcolm Gibbons House

D-162 - William Bratten House

D-163 - 01d Brick School

D-"64 - St. Paul's P.E. Church

D-165 - Higgins House (1877)

D-166 - Sherman House

D-167 - Robert G. Carter House

D-181 - Dr. S. S. Ewell House (1877)
D-200 - Maryland National Bank

There are several other buildings which-.should be in-
cluded in an inventory of the entire town. Vienna should

be nominated to the National Register as an historic district.
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[ 15th Century 3 17th Century (R 19th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known)

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANGCE (Check One or Mare as Appropriate)

Abar iginal [0 Education X Palitical (O Urban Planning
] Prehistoric [ Engineering X Religian/Phi. C1 Other (spectty)
O Histaric [ Industry lasaphy

O Agriculture [ Invention ] Science

R Architecture O Loandscape O Sculpture

O An Architecture 0 Sacial/Human-

4 Commerce O Literature itarion

B4 Communications O Militery O Theoter

O Conservatian C] Music (O Transpartation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Architecturally, Vienna has a very good assemblege
of early and late 19th century buildings and is represent-
ative of time when there was considerable trade on the
Nanticoke.

Vienna was established by legislative enactment in
1706 and was subsequently laid out according to the enact-
ment. The records of the commissioners exist in detail.
It was established at a place called Emperor's Landing,

a name derived from the Nanticoke Indians.

In 1709 a Chapel of Ease was established and in 1725
two acres of land was laid out for a chapel out of the
public lands of the town. According to Elias Jones, at
one time there was a brick chapel. The present location
of St. Paul's is not the original site as the public lands
were located at the corner of Race and Market Streets.

In 1762 an act was passed to build a public warehouse
at Vienna. 1In 1763 the lot and salary for the inspector
were established. 1In 1763 petition was made by Robert
Henry to Governor Sharpe to move the collectors office
from Greenhill to Vienna. This seems to have been accom-
polished by 1791 when the first customs collector was ap-
pointed, who was John Muir.

It is said that the town was a target for attack by
the British during the revolution, however, little has
come to light about the outcome of the attack.

Prior to his removing to Cambridge and thence to the
Governorship of Maryland (during the Civil War), Thomas
Holliday Hicks was a resident of lot 37 Thams Street (Water
Street) and was a merchant in the town.

In 1828 the construction of a bridge was authorized
and it was subsequently constructed. In 1860, however,
it was removed.

Vienna today has commerce along U.S. Rt. 50 but other-
wise is a residential town. It is one of the significant
early towns of Dorchester and should be made an historic
district.
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Jones, Elias, New Revised History of Dorchester County,

Maryland, Tidewater Publishers, Cambridge, 1966.
Laskowski Papers, 1955.

Reps, John W., Tidewater Towns, Colonial Williamsburg
Foundation, Williamsburg, Virginia, 1972.

10, GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUCE ANO LONGITUOE COORDINATES LATITUDE AND LONGITUOE COORDINATES

OEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY 0o OEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY
R OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
GORNER LATITUCE LONGITUDE LATITUCE LONGITUCE
Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds | Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW o f » ° , » ) , . ° , »
NE ° ’ » ° , »
SE o . » o 1] »
SW Q9 » . ° » -

APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATEO PROPERTY:

.Acreage Justification:

1

i

1

7. FORM PREPARED BY

NAME ANO TITLE:

Michael Bourne, Architectural Consultant

ORGANIZATION

Maryland Historical Trust 1975

STREET ANO NUMBER:

Shaw House, 21 State Circle

CITY OR TOWN: STATE

Annapolis Maryland 21401

DATE

T2, ) _ .
“gtate Liaison Officer Review: (Office Use Only)

Significance of this property is:
National (] State [ Local [

Signature
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